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By the TRANSLATOR: 


T H E following Diſcourſe was tranſ- 
lated, at the requeſt of a particular 
Friend, for a Gentleman of his Acquain- 
tance abroad On ſhewing the Tranſla- 
tion to ſome Gentlemen of this City, the 
ſubject appeared ſo intereſting, that they 
deſired me to give it to the Public in an 
Engliſh Dreſs. This, with ſome reluc- 
tance, 1 have at length ventured to do ; 
not finding any Attempt likely to be 
made, as it certainly deſerves, by an abler 
hand. I muſt beg leave to obſerve, that 
I have, to the beſt o! my power, kept to 
the true ſenſe of the Author ; and where 
I tound it neceſfary to depart from the 
French idiom, have placed the original 
Words at the Bottom of the Page. 


This 


2. 


This Diſcourſe met with ſo good a 
Reception from the reſpectable Part of 
the Audience, at whoſe Requeſt the Re- 
verend Gentleman preached it, that by 
Defire of Marſhal Prince Souzrsr, the 
French Commander, Six Thouſand were 
printed off immediately ; which, with 
ſeveral thouſand more, were quickly 
ſold in Germany, Holland, and France. 
From ſuch ſingular Attention paid to 
the Original abxoad, I flatter myſelf, 
that a Tranſlation will at leaſt not be 
unfavourably received, in a Kingdom 
where a Spirit of Chriſtian Charity, 
and the Bleſſings of Civil Liberty, are 
not only extenſively profeſſed, but uni- 
verſally experienced. | 


The 
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The Author's PREFACE. 


OR fix years the attention of Europe has 

been ingroſſed with news of war and deſola- 
tion. We are, if I may be allowed the ex- 
preſſion, * on the catch for the minuteſt particu- 
lars and moſt trifling anecdotes, which relate to 
the ſufferings of others. And ſhall we net in- 
tereſt ourſelves in events, which do honour and 
give pleaſure to humanity ? I have not ſo mean 
an opinion of my tellow-creatures as to believe 
it; which induces me to publiſh this diſcourſe, 
lately preached on an intereſting occaſion, and 
perhaps unparallel'd in hiſtory. This, in a few 
words, is the caſe; which I thought proper to 
premiſe, in order to account for ſome paſlages in 


the diſcourle. 


PEACE having relieved the Landgraviate of 
Heſje and the County of Hanau from a war, of 
which they had unhappily been the ſeat; the 
KinG's Regiment, on it's return into France, 
halted ſome weeks in the capital of this laſt 
principality. A few days before they took their 
rout, the officers of that corps deſired the author, 
whom they had frequently come to hear, and 

whe 
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{ vi.) 
who had the honour to be acquainted with many 
of them, to give them a Sermon on the peace. 
He with pleaſure yielded to their requeſt ; and in 


his Church, on the 12th of December 1762, 


preached this diſcourſe, now offered to the pub- 
lic. 


LET any one repreſent to himſelf an au- 
dience of French ofhcers and ſoldiers, the in- 
ſtruments of a fix years war; and of inhabitants 
of Hanau, the victims of that war; the former 


Catholics, the latter Proteſtants, met together to 


ſing, with one common conſent, a pſalm of 
thankſgiving to the Glory of God, for having 
given them peace; to unite in the ſame ſenti- 
ments of Reconciliation, Charity and Chriſtian 
love; to inform themſelves of a fundamental 
truth, equally intereſting and honourable to Hu- 
manity and Religion: what an affecting and ſin- 
gular 1 55 mult the day I am ſpeaking of, afford 


to the friends of mankind ! 


Generous and humane Warriors! You in 
whom valour is neither the effect nor the cauſe 
of brutality; receive my work with the ſame 


| kindneſs, you expreſſed on hearing it. May 
the happy time ſoon come, in which all men 
_ ſhall be of but one heart and one foul ! 


THE 


The TEXT 
=== His banner over me was love. 


The Song of Solomon, Chap. 11. v. 4. 


Dzarry BRLOVED! 


 FXXKRN this myſtical Song, intended to re- 
8 1 preſent under corporeal images, the 
* ſenſe of the {ſpiritual Spouſe of CHriſt, 
my Text ſpeaks the language of the Chriſtian 
Church, and the ſpirit of the Goſpel. The 
characteriſtic, which diſtinguiſheth me, ſays this 
holy law, is Charity; the end I have in view is 
to unite men among themſelves; the great and 
firſt precept I enjoin, is that they love their fel- 
low-creatures : His banner over me was love. 
BEHoLD 
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BenoLD, Chriſtians! the truth J delign to 
make the ſubject of our preſent enquiry, and 


vhich I wiſh to be able to imprint not only in 
your hearts, but in the hearts of all thoſe who 
profeſs the name of Chriſt. I with for ability 
to convince them, that of all inftitutions, there 
is none can be propoſed equal to the Chriſtian 
Religion, for uniting every individual of the hu- 
man ſpecies, by powerful and ſacred bands; that 
brotherly love is the duty, which eſſentially con- 
ſtitutes it's genius; that to profeſs Chriſtianity, is 
to engage ourſelves to love all men; that a ſpirit 
of party, 4 perſecution and violence are the moſt 
oppoſite things in the world to it's maxims, and 
conſequently, that nothing is more excellent, nor 
more amiable than this Holy Religion. If there 
is a ſubject, which deſerves our attention and 
enquiry, it is undoubtedly this. Every day we ſee 


the Wits and Philoſophers of the age, inſulting 


the Goſpel by the unjuſt imputations of fanati- 
ciſm and “ perſecution, with which they load 
it: Every day we ſee ignorant, knaviſh, and blood- 
thirſty Prieſts, giving occaſion for theſe accuſa- 
tions, by the abſurdity of their zeal and the in- 

humanity 


&b intolcrances 
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humanity of their proceedings: Every day we 
ſee Stateſmen, ſacrificing to their private intereſts 
the ſafety and repoſe of thouſands; tramp- 
ling underfoot the reſpectable blood of the hu- 
man ſpecies, and, by their iniquitous windings 
making havock of Religion for the dark purpo- 
ſes of ambitious policy. 


Tre Miniſters of the Goſpel whoſe duty 
it is to aſſert the privileges of Truth, to 
ſerve humanity, and to make Religion reſpecta- 
ble, ought therefore to apply themſelves to ſilence 
the reproaches and malice of the one; to defeat 
the wickedneſs, and folly of the other; and 
ſhould endeavour to bring the Jatter to views, 


more wile, more moderate, and more becoming 
Chriſtians. 


O «1. if * unſpeakable and powerful Provi- 
dence, which makes uſe of weak things to con- 
found the ſtrong, ſhould, by my feeble miniſtry 
this day, cauſe the principles of Goſpel- charity 
to ſpring up and unfold themſelves in the fouls of 
any; what fervent thanks ſhall I have to offer to 
God for it! How happy ſhould I be now, 

that 
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612) 
that I fee aſſembled in this holy place, 
two people, lately of a difterent national intereſt, 
and ſtill of different ſentiments as to Religion 
could I make them comprehend, that there is 
one capital article, in which they ought to agree 


and unite; I mean Chriſtian love! In favour of 


this intereſting and inſtructive point, I am indu- 
ced to propoſe to your conſideration, the reflec- 
tions I have digeſted, on the happy Peace, which 
has ſo lately united us, and put an end to a rui- 
nous and bloody War, which has till now rava- 
ged theſe provinces. - May the God of peace 
accompany them with his Grace in our hearts! 
May we all of us, c my dear Brethren, French 
and Germans! be effectually convinced, that Cha- 
rity is the ſpirit of the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt 


our Heavenly Captain. Amen. 


WHEN we ſpeak of the ſpirit of any inſtitu- 
tion whatever, of any ſtate, ſociety, or religion; we 


_ underſtand by it, the acting principle thereof, 


the views had in it's foundation, 4 the ends propo- 
ſed by it, and the ſcope and deſign of it. If then 
1 can s that God eſtabliſhed the Chriſtian 


Religion 


© mes chers Auditeurs. 4 les fins qu' on ſ- y propoſe, le but 
auquel on tend, 


1 


Religion merely through a principle of love to 
mankind, and in order to ſtraiten and ſanctify the 
ties which ought to unite them; that Charity 
is its firſt law, and a law ſo eſſential, ſo funda- 
mental, as to have the preference over all other 
diſpoſitions requiſite in it's profeſſors ; and that 
every act of Religion, without Charity, is rec- 
koned as nothing; that all it's tenets, it's parti- 
cular precepts, it's rites, eſſentially tend to in- 
ſpire men with the love of their fellow-crea- 
tures; that it totally rejects every ſentiment of 
hatred, every burſt of cruel zeal, every a& of 
violence, even for it's propagation. If, I ſay, I 


can prove all this; is it not true, that I ſhall 


have demonſtrated, that Charity conſtitutes the 
ſpirit of the Goſpel?—This is what I ſhall now 
endeavour to convince you of, with all the per- 
ſpicuity in my power, and with as much brevity, 
as the limits of the time will admit of, Grant 
me, I intreat you, your attention. 


VES, Brethren! on whatever ſide we view 


the Chriſtian Religion, we ſee Charity diſplayed in 


it. If we conſider it in. its original principle; 
we find it rooted in the love of God towards man. 
cc Far 
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( 14 ) 
For God fo loved the world, that he gave his 
* only begotten ſon,” fays St. John e, that 


whoſoever believeth in him . have eter- 


nal life. And in another place, „ In this 
« was manifeſted the love of God towards us, 
* becauſe that God ſent his only begotten ſon 


« into the world, that we might live through 


« him.” If we enquire into its end; St. Paul 
ſhews it in that great principle of univerſal be- 
nevolence, of which we are ſpeaking. f «© Now 
« the End of the commandment is Charity.” 
out of a pure heart, and of a good conſcience. 
If we examine it's firſt law, it's diſtinguiſhing 
mark, it's accompliſhment, and it's banner ; we 
lee, that Jeſus Chriſt and the Apoſtles eſtabliſh 


it in Charity. g A new commandment I give 


„ unto you” ſays the Divine Maſter 3 De This 


« is my commandment, that ye love one ano- 
« ther,” by this ſhall all men know that ye are 
my diſciples. *<*+ He that loveth another 
« hath fulfilled the law,” ſays St. Paul i to the 
Romans ; and he proves it by this inference; 
for this, Thou ſhalt not commit adultery, Thou 
ſhalt 


ec. iii. 16. Fx Tim. i. v. John xiii. ib. xv. 
iii. 


1 
ſhalt not kill, Thou ſhalt not ſteal, Thou ſhalt 
not bear falſe witneſs, Thou ſhalt not covet; 
and if there be any other commandment, it 1s 
briefly comprehended in this ſaying, namely ; 
Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy ſelf; from 
whence he concludes; „ therefore Love is the 


« fulfilling the law. 


Hr Rx then, dearly Beloved! you ſee Charity 
*lready acknowledged for the beginning, the end, 
the great commandment of the Goſpel. But 1 
do not ſtop here; I fay, that in the genius 
of the ſame Goſpel, it has the pre-eminence 
over virtues the molt eſſential to a Chriſtian, over 
the moſt heroic acts of faith, over the moſt ſub- 
lime myſteries of Religion, over talents the moſt 
tranſcendent and the moſt honourable in Chriſ- 
tianity. Can I fay any thing ſtronger in favour 
of the truth I advance? Now, faith St. Paul 
to the Corinthians, + abideth faith, hope and cha- 
rity, theſe three; “but the greateſt of theſe, 
« is — What is it, Brethren? It is faith;” which 
diſtinguiſheth us from the profane, from infidelss 
from loſt men; which ſtamps on our foreheads 


the 
41 Cor, Xiii. 


( 16 ) 

the mark of the Lord's elet; and ſeals our 
ſouls againſt the day of Redemption? Or, is it 
hope; which carries us into the celeſtial regions; 
which anticipates the immortal joys of the chil- 
dren of the Moſt High; which gives us the at- 
ſurance and fore-taſte of Salvation? No: but 
ſays the Apoſtle, < the greateſt of theſe\ts Cha- 
rity.” Hear further St. Paul, reaſoning ON 
this ſubject, at the beginning of the chapter 
from which I took theſe laſt words, Though 
J ſpeak with the tongues of men and of an- 
« oels;” were I maſter of an eloquence more 
than human, and, like the moſt ſublime Poets, 
the moſt captivating Orators, and men of the moſt 
elevated Genius, ſentiments the moſt raptu- 
rous ſhould flow from my mouth as a river : 


« Though I have the gift of prophecy ;” were I 


an oracle, could J penetrate into futurity, un- 


fold the moſt difficult predictions, ſound the 
moſt profound myſteries of faith, and diſcover 
what is moſt obſcure and moſt intereſting in 
every ſcience: «© Though I have all Faith, fo 
« that I could remove mountains;” were I ani- 


mated with the moſt ardent zeal, and could 


work miracles; or, ſhould I give up my body to the 
moft 


1 

moſt cruel martyrdom rather than renounce 
my faith; « though” laſtly “I beſtow all my 
« goods to feed the poor; ſhould I make the 
moſt glorious endowments, and be at the greateſt 
expence for the benefit of the needy; * and 
« have not Charity,” if I love not my fellow- 
creatures, if I look not upon and treat all men 
as my brethren; if humanity, moderation, juſ- 
tice, and a principle of univerſal benevolence do 
not enliven my ſentiments and actions, I am 
nothing; I am become as ſounding braſs,” or 
like the inſignificant noiſe of a tinkling cymbal. 
Such is the pre-eminence, the Goſpel aſſigns 
to Charity over all other virtues : Charity 
gives them all a new luſtre, and added worth; 
and without it all the reſt are accounted as no- 
thing; which makes St. Paul call it, « the bond 
« of perfectneſs.“ 


Bur let us go further: The Goſpel is not 
{ſatisfied with recommending and praiſing this 
amiable diſpoſition : It inſpires us with it, and 
cauſes it to grow in our hearts. All it's grand 


principles point to Charity; all it's fundamental 


truths 
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truths tend to inſtill it into our ſouls; and we 
may truly ſay, that it is that alone which ſets forth 
it's real motives. It does not tell us, like ſome mo- 
dern Philoſophers, who would eſtabliſh the dryneſs 
and perplexity of metaphyſics, upon the ruins of 
the ! rich and affecting ſyſtem of Chriſtian morality, 
that we ought to love our fellow - creatures, merely 
« as Beings. It's auguſt language is more adapted 
to the heart, and favours more of the feelings 
of the heart! It ſays to us, with a noble ſimpli- 
city, O men! know that ye are brethren, and 
that ye are but one family. Your anceſtor 
is the ſame; and if the God of Heaven, in the be- 
ginning, confined the exerciſe of his power, to the 
creation of only one man; it was in order that 
you, who are his iſſue, might have brotherly 
compaſſion for others, who are equally deſcended 
from him. Children of one and the fame fa- 
ther, ,according to the fleſh, you are ſo likewiſe 
of the ſame God according to the ſpirit; and 
if his powerful hand ſtamped his image upon 
Adam, and renewed it in his poſterity; it is in 
order that you may reverence the likeneſs of 

God 


{ Yontueuſe morale de la Religion. * c'eſt afin que vous 
reſpectiez les traits de Dieu dans la race humaine, ſi les traits 
de homme vous offenſent. 


(09) 

God in the human race, if the fight of the 
man offends you. Forget not that your evils 
are common; that your deliverance reſts 
on one only means of redemption; and that 
your hopes are blended together! O redeemed 
of Chriſt! Your country is not here below, but 
in the eternal abodes of the Great God: Does it 
become you then, to be at variance for objects 
of no value; for intereſts, which have no con- 
nection with the Heavenly City! O Citizens of 
Heaven! The banner of the bleſſed Spirits, is 
love: Take it then, if you are deſirous of being 
hereafter aſſociates with them. O Diſciples of God 
the Saviour! If your God hath ſo loved you, you 
ought alſo to love one another; and you ought 
to do it ſo much the more; as at the day of his 
dreadful Judgment, the works of mercy, and 
the deviations from Charity will be weighed in 
the niceſt balance. This is what the Goſpel 
ſays to Chriſtians. You ſee here in a few ex- 
amples, how it's principles and it's tenets ſerve 
to inſpire us with that univerſal beneyolence in 
which it's ſpirit conſiſts. 

| B BuT 


—— — * * 
3 — —ä— —ͤ— eä F R ** , - 
— OL ERS. 2 i 
— Y i P 222 9 - > DA _ "—_— - 
S uh £ * - 1 2 _ a7. 
. 2 N 


( 20 ) 
Bu T this is not all; that end is ſtill fur- - 
ther marked out in it's rites; ſo effential is it to 
the Chriſtian Religion. Theſe are not only acts 
of devotion to God; but (what I beg you would 
well obſerve) they are additional bands and engag- 
ments of charity among men. I could ſhew it 
very clearly, by the nature and meaning of the 
rites themſelves; did not I fear to treſpaſs on your 
attention. Therefore I rather chooſe to prove it 
from the idea men had of them in the time of their 
purity and ſimplicity. See what is ſaid of them 
by an author, who cannot be ſuſpected of par- 
tiality; as he was a Pagan, and a perſecutor of 
the faith: I ſpeak of Pliny the younger, writing 
to the Emperor Trajan. # « Great Prince,” ſays 
this Proconſul of Bithynia, to him; « I have 
« queſtioned, and cauſed to be examined the 
te Chriſtians, according to your order; and I found 
ce that all their error or fault lay in theſe parti- 
« culars: That on a ſet day” (this relates to the 
keeping of the Sunday) * they aſſembled be- 
&« fore ſun-riſe—and alternately ſung verſes in 
« praiſe of CHriſt; as in honour of a God: That 
„ they took an oath” (this turns upon the Eucha- 
riſt) 

„ Ep. 97. lib. x. 


( 21.) 

riſt; © not for the perpetrating of wickedneſs ; 
«© but not to ſteal, nor commit adultery; not to 
«© break their word, nor deny a pledge; after 
« which, their cuſtom was to ſeparate; and 
« meet again to eat, in common, innocent meſ- 
« ſes,” This plain and genuine deſcription of 
the Chriſtian » Inſtitutions ſo accurately repre- 
ſents it's ſpirit, that the Lord's-Supper was cal- 
led, on that account, Agape, which means a 
repaſt of charity or friendſhip. For this reaſon 
too it was, that formerly, at the inſtantof going to 
take the Sacrament, a Deacon went round the 
Church; and called out with a loud voice (near- 
ly as is practiſed with us) Let there be no 
% perſon here, who has any thing in his heart 
« apainſt his brother. Let no perſon approach 
« here with hypocriſy.” This made St. Paul 
ſay, 2 For we being many are one bread, and 
« one body; for we are all Nn. of that 


« One bread.” 


Bu r to ſet this ſubject in it's cleareſt light, 
and to leave nothing 9 unnoticed, in a truth ſo 


B 2 important 


# Ceremonies. 7 Cor. x. 17. 7 à deſirer, 
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( 22 ) 
important to humanity, and ſo honourable to 
our faith ; let us ſee, how the life of the di- 


vine founder of our holy Religion, anſwers to 
the idea we have thus far eſtabliſhed. This, 
Brethren! is the ſureſt rule of forming a judg- 
ment of the ſpirit of any doctrine whatſoever. 
Would you convince yourſelves, whether it 1s 
true that deſpotiſm, ſenſuality, and violence ab- 
ſolutely conſtitute the genius of Mahometiſm? 


Caſt your eyes on the conduct of it's author ; 
and your doubts will be removed aſſoon as 
you ſee him, even by the confeſſion of his 
followers, plunging himſelf into the moſt bru- 
tal debaucheries; ſetting up his arbitrary will 
for law; reuniting under one chief the prieſt- 
hood and the empire; and ſword in hand 
preaching the Alcoran, and forcing it to be re- 
ceived, Would you know whether the Cy- 


renaic School, the maxims of which were plan- 


ned by Epicurus, teaches carnal voluptuouſ- 
neſs, or the pure pleaſures of the mind? Ex- 
amine the life and actions of Ariſtippus it's 
head; and you will there find the cleareſt ſo- 
lution, in favour of the former of theſe two 


alternatives. 
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alternatives. So likewiſe, would you know 
whether Charity is in reality the eſſence of the 
Religion of Feſus Chriſt ; ſee if Teſus Chriſt 
' practiſed Charity. 


Bu r, dearly beloved! here you already un- 
derſtand me, and with this one word, you 
will diſpenſe with my relating that aſtoniſh- 
ing and admirable life; which was ſolely em- 
ployed in doing good, from place to place, as 
ſays St. Luke; in freely curing the fick; in 
comforting the afflicted; in teaching the moſt 
important truths; in preaching humanity and 


virtue; and, for the ” completion of all, it was 
laid down for ungrateful man. Further, which 


I beg of you to obſerve, and to which perhaps 
you have not ſufficiently attended, in reading 
the ſacred books; whenever the example of 
Feſus Chriſt is propoſed tor our imitation, it is 
with a view to Charity. When our Lord faith, 
we ought to learn of him; it is, © to be meek 
« and lowly in heart.” If, « he wills that we 
„ ſhould do as he has done,” it is on occaſion of 

| By. his 


” comble de grandeur, 


C 
his having juſt been performing an office of huma- 
nity to his diſciples. Does St. Pan! exhort us 
to be followers of * God,” he determines the ob- 


| jet of that imitation, by adding immediately; 


« and walk in love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved 
te us, and hath given himſelf for us.” If St. 
Peter, « recommends us to follow our Saviour's 
e ſteps,” it is in this particular, “ that he ren- 
c dered not evil for evil;” but committed him- 
ſelf to him that judgeth righteouſly. A freſh 
proof this, of the truth I am ſetting forth. 


I have but one conſideration more to add ; 
which is, that Jeſus Chriſt commanded his 
Apoſtles to employ only meekneſs and Charity, 
in- preaching his Goſpel; and that he forbad, 
both by his doctrine and example, every act of 
z perſecution, fanaticiſm, aud bitter or cruel 
zeal. When he went into a town of Samara, 
and the inhabitants refuſed to receive him; ſome 
ef his diſciples, as yet carnal, deſired him to 
cauſe fire to come down from Heaven on 
them. But O anſwer, worthy of the Re- 


deemer 


Chriſt. 4 intolerance. 


„ 
deemer of mankind! and which ought to be 
written in letters of gold, in the cloſets of all 
Prelates, and of all Princes. « Ve know not what 
manner of ſpirit ye are of,” ſaid Jeſus, in 
reproving them; « for the ſon of man is not 
come to deſtroy mens lives,” but to fave 
them. How little are you acquainted with 
the genius of my Law, and how far remote 
are you from it, with ſo cruel a zeal! I am 
not come for the miſery of men, but for their 
happineſs. Hence learn, that torments only 
make men wretches and hypocrites in this 
world, and no ways ſerve to render them hap- 
py in the next. | 


— 


Tus remonſtrance with ſome others of the 
like kind, had the deſired effect. The Apoſ- 
tles preaching the Goſpel, after the death and 
reſurrection of their maſter, employed no other 
arms but the force of perſuaſion. The firſt 
Chriſtians applied themſelves ſolely in bringing 
over the minds of men; and it was not till 
the ſpirit, the ceremonies and religious policy 


of Paganiſm were introduced into the Chriſ- 
tian 


a . - 
CI 
I © tr RES * - 
S ww OO OO OE FO CR T . 


— — — 00 — —i˙ P. 4 ae.  - _ 8 


pact my 
32. 


620 


tian Religion, that the furies of a Nero, and 
the cruelty of a Domitian, were renewed un- 
der princes who called themſelves Chriſtians, 


FR O M all this, I think I may juſtly con- 
clude and eſtabliſh it as a demonſtrated principle; 
that the Chriſtian Religion is a Religion of 
Charity; and that Charity is the ſpirit of the 
Goſpel. And, if you aſk me, what are the 
marks of this Chriſtian Charity; I anſwer 
briefly; that it is an univerſal Charity, which 
takes in all men of whatever nation or re- 
ligion ſoever; a Charity ſincere and active; 
having the principle in the heart, and mani- 
feſting itſelf ontwardly by real effects. His 
banner over me was love. | 


LET us draw ſome inferences from what 


has been ſaid, and conclude. 


DovBTLEss you are ſurprized, Brethren! 
at this large accumulation of quotations and argu- 
ments, entirely drawn from the ſacred writings, 

| and 


e 
and from the Goſpel ſyſtem; in the manner 
I have been explaining them to you. But 
this was not undeſignedly done. I was wil- 
ling to ſhew you, not that the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ought to preach Charity; but, that it 
abſolutely doth preach it. 'I was willing to 
forearm you againſt the harangues of ſome 
Sophifts of our time; who, in order to ren- 
der Religion odious, load it with the horrors 
of fanaticiſm, which it abhors; and malici- 
ouſly affect to confound it with ſuperſtition, 
of which it is the reverſe. In a word, I Was 
willing to make you ſenſible, that the beſt 
ſchool of humanity is the Goſpel; that the 
moſt eloquent preacher of Charity is Te/ſus 
Chriſt; and that if modern Philoſophy pre- 
tends in this reſpe& to arrogate to itſelf the 
triumphs of faith, or to raiſe itſelf above it, 
it becomes guilty both of injuſtice and of pride. 
Ye Philoſophers of the age! Teach men huma- 
nity: Shew them, that it is more reaſonable to 
love one another, than to deſtroy one ano- 
ther: Above all things, ſet them an example 


by 


— 
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by your conduct, of that moderation, diſinte- 
reſtedneſs, affability, and tenderneſs for the 
intereſts of all men, which are the only cha- 
racteriſtics of a true Philoſopher. Let them ſee, 
that you eſteem one act of compaſſion, more 
than all the pomp of your lectures: Far from 
envying your ſucceſs, we will congratulate you 
on it; we will thank you for it; and will 
bleſs God for the progreſs of human reaſon 
in that reſpect. But if you only take aim at 
Fanaticiſm in order to refle& on Religion: If 

you affect to confound Faith with ſuperſtition, 
by painting them in the fame colours: If, in 


order to lop off a wild branch, « you ſtrike at 


the root of the tree; permit me, without bit- 
terneſs, to tell you; you appear to be groſsly 
ignorant of our holy faith ; and to have a con- 
cealed deſign of implanting impiety in the 
minds of men, under a pretence of weeding 
them ; or a ridiculous ambition of appearing 
the only men of importance, rather than any 
real views of humanity. And why? Becauſe 

1t 
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it is demonſtrated, that Charity is the ſpirit of 
the Goſpel. 


Tris is my firſt inference. 


In the ſecond place, Brethren! the prin- 
ciple we have been eſtabliſhing, may ſerve as 
a Criterion to diſcover the true Church of Chr; 
and ought to regulate the zeal of thoſe, who 
ſtile themſelves it's Miniſters. If there were 
in the Chriſtian Religion two Churches; of 
which one ſhould fay to it's children : Love all 
men; look upon them all as your Brethren 
do good to them all indiſcriminately, as far 
as you are able. Search after Truth, with the 
moſt careful induſtry, but never to the pre- 
judice of Charity: Oppoſe error vigorouſly; but 
be not on that account leſs affectionate to- 
wards thoſe who are miſtaken : Let no dif- 
ference of opinion in the mind make any 
diſtinction of love in your hearts: Let a live- 
ly zeal for the Glory of God at all times 
animate you, but let Charity ever enlighten 
and direct that zeal: Let your greateſt appli- 


Cation 


1 
cation be to work out your own ſalvation; but 


without preſumptuouſly taking the place of 


the ſupreme Judge, and raſhly denouncing fa- 
tal decrees againſt w your neighbour. It 


the other Church, on the contrary, ſhould fay 
toit's Followers: You are the only Faithful, 
and out of my Pale there is no ſalvation : 
Whoever doth not implicitly ſubmit to my 
authority is an agent of Hell, and a child of 
the Devil; treat him as ſuch, and make no 
{cruple of tormenting a body devoted to the 
Devil: Arm againſt him the ſecular power, | 
employ dungeons, fires, and gallies for the 
| converſion, or puniſhment of ſuch rebellious 
j children. If, I fay, there were two Churches, 
which ſpoke to their * members in ſo dif- 
| ferent a manner; I ask you, Brethren, which 
would appear to you the pureſt and neareſt 
| to the ſpirit of the Goſpel? I determine no- 
thing, I make no application: Do it your- 


ſelves. 


You Miniſters of the Law of my God! 
Formidable Prelates, who make uſe of the mi- 
niſtry 


a0 autrui. * Diſciples. 
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niſtry of Charity to draw from your brethren 
tears of misfortune and deſpair ! forbear giv- 
ing occaſion for reproaches, which diſhonour 
you; and which give pain to ſuch of your 
own people, as are born with a humane heart, 
and have preſerved it from the cruelty of fa- 
naticiſm! Long enough, and too long, has 
your bloody fury laid waſte whole Kingdoms, 
without any other advantage than the miſery 
of the people: Long enough, and too long, 
have you been in a fatal miſtake, the refor- 
mation of which is the object of our prayers 
and diſcourſes. Alas! if you have any remains 
ys of humanity in yon! Hearken to the voice 
of that God, whoſe Prieſts you pretend to 
be; and who cries out to you, in every page 
of his Goſpel; „The banner of my Religion 
is love.” Be not inſenſible of the deſires and 
the voice of your children; who would have 
you be more compaſſionate and humane; and 


who are aſhamed of your exceſſes, which ſeem 


to reflect on them; but which we are very far 
from charging them with. And, if theſe 
motives 


des entrailles humaines. 
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motives have no weight with you; bluſh at 
leaſt, to ſee yourſelves outdone, in what eſ- 
ſentially conſtitutes the Man and the Chriſ- 
tian; by thoſe, whom you are ſo ready to 
accuſe of hereſy and impiety. 


HEexcCE, thirdly, we learn, what acts and 
diſpoſitions are the moſt eſſential to the faith- 
ful in the true Religion. Without doubt the 
Chriſtian ought to be earneſt in paying his 
adoration to the moſt High, in the congre- 
gation of his people; zealous to maintain the 
facred truſt of faith; warm for the rights of 
God, and the purity of his doctrine; fervent 


in hope; ready to ſacrifice every thing for 
conſcience-fake. But, were I to decide, which 
of thele - virtues, or of charity, was the moſt 
excellent; I ſhould ſay, with St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, that, © the greateſt of theſe is 
Charity.” Yes, a glaſs of cold water given 
in extreme neceſſity, in the name of the Lord; 
relieving an indigent perſon in diſtreſs ; defend- 
ing oppreſſed innocence ; an act of mercy 
properly applied; muſt without diſpute have 


the 


1 


the preference over the greateſt aſſiduity in 
divine worſhip; the moſt ſhining performan- 
ces of zeal; or the moſt eloquent diſcourſes; 


when they are not directed and enlivened by 


Charity. For that is preciſely conformable to 
the inſtructions of St. Paul in the 13th chap- 
ter of his Epiſtle to the Corinthians. 


WuaAr are you then? with much more 
reaſon may I ask; You, whom I ſee approach- 
ing the Holy Table, with ſo much confidence 
and exactneſs, who enter ſo regularly into the 
courts of the Lord, who are ſo attentive to 
fulfill all the external duties of Religion, 
ſo jealous of the purity of it's doctrine; but 
who, with all this, have hearts of iron ; are hard 
and ſtraitened towards the poor, and inſenſible 
to the calls of compaſſion; not a whit the 
leſs addicted to flander, not leſs envious, not 
leſs joyfull over the = calamities which prey 
on your neighbours, nor more charitable in 
your judgments on his account. What are you, 


once more I ſay, with ſuch a contraſt ? Alas | ſays 
St. 


x mortifications. 
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St. Paul, Lou are nothing.” You are only 
like the ruſtling of an empty ſound. I go 
ſurther; you are ſo much the more blame- 
able, as you have ſtronger convictions, great- 
er light. Know then, Brethren! that to 
be a Chriſtian, is to love mankind; and that, as 
ſays a Father of the Church, «even as the pur- 
« ple and diadem are marks of royalty; fo 
« the crown of Charity is the diſtinguiſhing 
« mark of a diſciple of Jeſus Chriſt !” 


Tris is my third inference. 


HEN CHE, Chriſtians! let us learn, fourth- 
ly, to form a ſenſe of the ſublimity and 
excellency of our Holy Religion. —— To 
make of all nations in the univerſe one Bro- 
therhood; to unite all men living, by the 
beautiful bond of univerſal benevolence; to ex- 
tinguiſh national hatreds, and private jealouſies; 


to eſtabliſh for the baſis of Chriſtian morals, in 
other reſpects fo ſublime, a preceptin every one's 


| reach; to ſubſtitute in the profeſſion of faith, 


excellent 


4a St. Chriſaſtom Hom. to the Corinthians. 
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excellent and uſeful duties, inſtead of the 


traſh of vain ceremonies, ſo much in faſhion 
with human inſtitutions of Religion; in a 


word, to diſplay Charity as the banner of 


Chriſtianity: Alas! Great God, this is not 


to be done by meer man! 'tis the work of 


thy Spirit ! tis the work of the Father, and 
of the Redeemer of mankind. 


LI thoſe, who have only groveling 
ideas of things, who can comprehend nothing 
that is great, who turn into dry arguments, 
and reduce into the puerility of ſchoolmen, a 
Religion, the moſt proper to aggrandize, to 


elevate, and to ſanctify the ſoul: Let thoſe, 


I fay, object to the Goſpel, as not calling 
men to the love of their country; we grant 
it them freely. And why ? becauſe the pre- 
cept of loving all men, is as much ſuperiour 
to that of loving only our fellow citizens, 
as the world exceeds in greatneſs one ſin- 
gle province; and, becauſe the love of our 
country, in the ſenſe it is commonly under- 


ſtood; and after the moſt boaſted examples, 
| C ſuch 


„ 


ſuch as Sparta and Rome; is, properly ſpeaking, 
nothing but a hatred, replete with pride, a- 
gainſt other nations; and the criminal con- 
ſpiracy of a particular body of men againſt 
all the rights and privileges of mankind. 


I confeſs then aloud; O holy and amiable 
Religion of my Saviour! thy divine origin; 
the ſublime purity of thy worſhip; the beau- 
ty of thy precepts; the magnificence of thy 
promiſes; the importance of thy diſcoveries, 
which ſerve for a ſupplement to the law of 
nature; the number and majeſty of thy ora- 
cles; the aſtoniſhing wiſdom, and admirable 
ſanQtity of thy divine author; the certainty 
and luſtre of his miracles; the wonders of 
thy eſtabliſhment ; the faith and conſtancy of 
thy Martyrs; the inexpreſſible delights, the 
comforts and the joys thou giveſt them, who 
follow thee in ſimplicity of heart: By theſe, 
and other ſuch like reflections, I am convin- 
ced of thy Divinity! But ſhould all theſe 
ſapports be wanting to my faith; the conſi- 
deration alone of that great principle of Cha- 


rity, 


5 4 
rity, which thou preacheſt, would be ſuffi- 
cient to make thee reſpectable in my eyes; 
and lead me to oppoſe every evil minded 
Being, who may give themſelves a looſe a- 
gainſt thee! 


BVT I keep back too long the principal 
inference, which you expect from me, in our 
preſent ſituation. Let us come to it then, 
dearly Beloved ! And if what I have been pro- 
poſing has made any impreſſion on you, let 
us give ourſelves up to the excellent emotions 
of Charity, which diſpel fear, diſtruſt, and 
odious applications. 


I have ſaid that Charity is the ſpirit of the 


Goſpel. We are Chriſtians, at leaſt we pro- 
feſs the Goſpel of Chriſt; and yet we hate 
one another, we perſecute one another, we kill 
one another: For near ſix years, men, ſtran- 
gers to each other, have been fighting in theſe 
parts, againſt others, ſtill greater ſtrangers to 


them. For near fix years, men who fervently 
CS: wiſh 
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with to enjoy together, a few years hence, 
the ſame felicity, in the unutterable commu- 
nion of the Great God, have been waging 
deadly and bloody war; ſtrewing the earth 
with the carcaſſes of their brethren; making 
blood and tears run in torrents ; multiplying 
the number of widows and orphans ; depo- 
pulating and facking cities and countries; and 
every where, ſpreading alarm, horror and car- 
nage. Alas! Can we ſufficiently deplore ſuch 
ſtrange reverſes! Can we ſufficiently bewail 
the follies of men! Or rather, can we avoid 
acknowledging in theſe ſcourges, the hand of 
the ſupreme Judge; who chaſtiſeth the wick- 
edneſs of men, by the malice of men! No, 
human nature 1s not ſo blind; and this muſt 
certainly be a puniſhment for our fins. 


Bu T let us turn away our eyes from this 
mournful ſpectacle ; let us bury, what is paſt, 
in Oblivion; and give way to new ſentiments, 
which happier circumſtances ought to produce 
in our hearts. God hath given us peace, my 
Brethren! Let us then bleſs the God of mer- 


of 


„ 


cy for ſo ineſtimable a gift; let us ſing praiſes 
and thankſgivings and ſay with the Royal 


Prophet; O God, thou haſt corrected us, but 


thou haſt not delivered us over to death: Open 
to me the doors of Rightcouſneſs, and I will 
praiſe the Lord. 
Let us anſwer this favour, and enter into the 


God hath given us peace; 


ſpirit of this mercy. It is not ſufficient, that 


we enjoy this ſo deſirable a peace, in a po- 
litical ſenſe only: Religion ſhould alſo ſane- 
tify it. It is not ſufficient, that hoſtilities 
between the nations have ceaſed; our hearts 
ought allo to be united by Religion; and we 
ſhould render ourſelves worthy of God's boun- 
ty to us in this happy event. 


Bur you will undoubtedly ask me, how 
is this to be anſwered? Thus, in a few 
words. You, Brethren! whoſe country has 
been the unhappy ſeat of this bloody war, 
ought to anſwer it, by living in peace with 
your Brethren; by ceaſing, amidſt this calm 


and tranquillity, to carry on inteſtine and pri- 
vate wars with your envyings, your flander- | 
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ings, and your cabals. In the ſecond place, 
you ought to anſwer it, by heartily forpiving ' 
thoſe, who have been the inſtruments of the ca- 
lamities and alarms you have undergone : Your 
Religion makes it your duty, and I well know, 
that a natural ſenſibility leads you to it. 


Yrs, Gentlemen! (permit me to addreſs 
myſelf to you; You, who were lately our ene- 
mies, but are now no longer ſo) we this day di- 
veſt ourſelves of our reſentments and our com- 
plaints: We open our hearts towards you : 
We are reconciled to you, and we ſincerely 
pray for your health and happineſs. We do 
more; we do you a piece of juſtice, which the 
Religion we profeſs, obliges us to declare. We 
acknowledge, that, except a few hard hearted 
men, abhorred of God and man, and diſclaim- 
ed by your countrymen ; the greateſt part of 
you have, by their humanity, made the mis- 
fortunes, inſeparable alas! from war, ſupporta- 
ble to us. If the remembrance of our firſt 
alarms opens our wounds afreſh, that of the 
tranquillity, which you leave us to enjoy, will 

cloſe 


* 
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cloſe them again. We ſhall remember with 
gratitude thoſe amongſt you, who have turned 
from off our heads any ſtorm. Thoſe of your 
Commanders, who have treated us with le- 
nity; that generous and reſpectable 54 Officer, 
who, after having grown grey in the practice 
of arms, maintained good order in this city; 
and protected our citizens, as his children, 
during his command in this place: Many of 
you, Gentlemen ! who have diſtinguiſhed your- 
ſelves, by your politeneſs, and equitable pro- 
ceedings, will leave, as it were, a ſweet ſmel- 
ling odour, and a memorial of bleſſings a- 


mongſt us. 


AFTER ſo ſincere and ingenuous a con- 
feſſion, you have too much ſenſe, Gentlemen 
not to permit me to tell you. how you ought, 
in your turn, to make uſe of the peace. I 
think I ſhould injure you, to ſuſpect you ca- 
pable of taking offence, at an inference, which 
has Charity for it's end and aim. Cheriſh 
an univerſal peace, in the Kingdom you are 

| returning 
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returning to, as far as you are able, You 
have fellow- citizens, who are our brethren in 
the faith; but who are often put to trouble 
on account of their belief. The ignorance 
people are in, reſpecting our mode of wor- 
ſhip, is the occaſion of their being often blackened 
without any cauſe. Let it be, Gentlemen ! your 
care, on your return to your Countrymen, to 
diffipate and «cc remove that ignorance. Re- 
late to them what you have obſerved in theſe 
Provinces, where the ſame faith is acknowledged: 
Tell them, that the hereſy, with which they 
reproach them, conſiſts in adoring the Al- 
mighty in ſpirit and in truth; in meditating 
on his Divine oracles, and in offering up our 
prayers to him in an intelligible language, un- 
derſtood by the people; in being jealous of 
the rights of God, and not dividing our truſt 
and adoration, between the Creator and the 

creature; however holy the latter may be: 
Tell them, that this hereſy conſiſts in loving 
all men, of whatever Religion they may be; 


in employing only gentle means, for the in- 
ſtruction 
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ſtruction and converſion of fouls; in being 
faithful to our Prince, without permitting a 
foreign Prelate to encroach upon his rights; 
in not ſuffering uſeleſs men, who fatten on the 
labour of the people; who devour in pure waſte 
the ſubſtance of their eſtates, and ſerve as a 
gulph to future generations. Tell them, in a 
word, what you have ſeen. Employ the cre- 
dit, which your birth and office give you 
with the miniſters of ſtate, to deliver un- 
happy captives; who, were they really in an 
error, are always reſpectable for their unwil- 
lingneſs to become hypocrites. Check the 
indiſcreet zeal of ſuch of your Prieſts, as 

think they honour God, in tormenting men. 
Be teachers of Charity to the teachers of your 
faith; and, if you find I have ſpoken the 
truth in my diſcourſe, ſay to them, in your 
turn; O miniſters of the Altar! we declare 
to you a doctrine both antient and modern; 


the ſpirit of the Goſpel is Charity. 


TRI. 


( 44 ) 
Tuns is the return we ask of you, Gen- 
tlemen! and which I expect from the con- 


fidence I have in the humanity, which cha- 
racterizes you. 


By this you will unite the double and 
reſpectable duty of officers of war, and officers 
of peace; of miniſters of terrour, and mini- 
ſters of Charity. This is the example, which 
many great perſonages of your Kingdom have 
had the generoſity to ſet; and which is highly 
worthy of your imitation. 


Ix this hope, receive anew our prayers 
for your happy return into your Country; and 
if, in the effuſion of my heart, a word has 
involuntarily eſcaped * me, which may have 
hurt the ears of any amongſt you ; attribute it 
only, I beſeech you, to my ardent love for 
humanity, with which I would wiſh to ddani- 
mate all men; to the great reliance I have 


in your diſpoſition of taking things ee in the 


moſt favourable light; and, ſhall I fay it? 
perhaps 
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perhaps to a remaining tenderneſs for the hap- 
pineſs of a people, whoſe blood, conveyed to 
me, through an honourable Refugee for the 
faith, ſtill flows in my veins, 


O Day of reconciliation and peace! ſhalt 
thou not be recorded in the calends of hu- 
manity! Holy and Divine Charity, the ban- 
ner of Chriſtians, the fountain of human hap- 
pineſs, warm all my hearers with thy glow- 
ing flame! Great God! give peace to all Eu- 
rope, and re-eſtabliſh tranquillity in thoſe Pro- 
vinces, which are ſtill deprived of it! Horrid 
Diſcord return to Hell, from whence thou 
cameſt! And You, Goodneſs, Juſtice, and Bro- 
therly-love, unite all men here below, that 
they may be prepared to enjoy together one 
common felicity in a bleſſed Eternity. Amen. 


CANCER ENDED CAN AND 
E R R A T A. | 
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